Celebrating 65 years
By Shannon Stucky
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The Golden Rule
To anyone unfamiliar with Darren Biedermann, it may appear
as a random piece of paper with a quote on it, taped to the white
wall of his design studio. To him it’s a creed, one that is seen and
can be felt in every aspect of Supreme Men’s Wear and his Biedermann clothing line. It is at the heart and soul of his company.

On that inconspicuous piece of paper is ‘The Golden Rule’ in all
of its incarnations from various religions. It seems to be the one
common thread that has bound humanity since the beginning
of documented time. “Do unto others as you would have them
do to you.”
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The Supreme Journey
In 1973, Darren’s parents, Ernie and Margit, purchased
Supreme Tailors. At the time, it was a well-established, custom
clothing house for which Ernie had been creating handmade
suits and performing alterations as a master tailor for years. They
expanded and renamed the 8th Avenue location Supreme Men’s
Wear, and soon after they began to offer ready-to-wear clothing.
Over the next two decades, with Ernie tailoring between selling clients, and Margit handling office administration, supplier

Current location on 4th Avenue SW.
Photo by Bookstrucker Photography

negotiations and accounting, they grew and nurtured the business. Darren and his brothers, Curtis and Randal, all began their
working careers by doing whatever they could to help out in the
family business. Countless client relationships were cultivated
throughout the 8th Avenue era, many of which last to this day.
In 1995, Darren purchased Supreme on 8th Avenue. It wasn’t
long after that circumstances would spearhead the move and
expansion to its current location on the corner of 4th Avenue
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and 3rd Street SW, kitty-corner to the Westin Hotel. Supreme
would then continue to grow and flourish, undergoing many
changes over the years, always striving to stay on the fashion
forefront.
Supreme’s goal has always been to diffuse any ‘them and
us’ mentality between retailer and client. “I was taught by my
parents that if a client was giving me $100, it was up to me to
do my best to give at least that back in clothing value,” Darren
comments. “We are personal fashion brokers in a sense.”
“The fashion world I grew up in began to shift quickly with
the onset of high-margin, low-quality, stack-it-high – let-itfly mentality.” Although gradual, with awareness, it seemed
to all change in an instant, a new separation between retailer
and consumer was born and being encouraged.
Just as you can no longer find the small, independent,
neighbourhood hardware store with knowledgeable staff,
it became obvious that the days of the independent menswear retailers were numbered. Unless, they could come up
with a competitive advantage and perhaps house something
exclusive. Not wanting to ride out a struggling decline to
extinction, Darren began to place more time and effort on
expanding his proprietary Supreme and Biedermann collections. He continued to manage all operations at Supreme
and search out many unique fashions from other designers.
By trying to do everything he possibly could in the 168 hours a week
they were allotted, he was admittedly
out of balance. To quote his mother,
he was “burning the candle at both
ends and sliding on the wax in the
middle.” Addicted to Supreme, he
was multitasking at every moment,
and not bringing Supreme closer to
his vision, nor securing its future. A
risk became imminent. When Darren
and his wife, Charli, found out that
they were going to become parents,
the decision was made to move to
Nelson, B.C. When Darren was young,
Ernie and Margit would take the
family on much anticipated vacations to the Kootenays. Darren had
always envisioned starting his family
there. They left Calgary to create and
expand on both their family and the
Biedermann collection.

8th Avenue location of Supreme Men’s Wear.
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The Biedermann
collection
Many of Supreme’s clients and friends were surprised
by the move and questioned the rationale and the logic
behind such a decision. What they may not have known,
was that the man behind Supreme was not abandoning
his company, but rather making a choice to focus on creating something unique and lasting. “It became apparent
that I could not expand and refine my vision for the Biedermann collection with the attention it required, while
still managing the daily operations of the store,” says Biedermann. “I believe it is now starting to pay off.”
“I am merely the visionary, the dreamer,” Biedermann
says as he explains how the Biedermann collection was
created and how it was brought to fruition through his
amazing lifelong relationships. “I had a vision to create
an exclusive, limited production, luxury men’s clothing collection, that was made in Canada.” In fact, other
than some select handmade ties from Sicily, the entire
Biedermann collection is presently and proudly ‘Made in
Canada.’ The line is created without compromise, using
the finest fabrics and findings available. Manufacturers
who are friends, Jack Lipson, Ron Leibovitch, Antonio
Petosa, Zeljko Jez, among others, seem to have banded
together as supporters in Darren’s quest. Their commitment to never saying ‘no’ and constantly encouraging
their talented people in production, through seemingly
impossible detailed requests, was imperative in taking the
line to the next level.
A year ago, with increasing favourable response to the
Biedermann collection from customers and peers alike,
and a solid client following being established at Supreme,
it was perhaps an obvious decision that just required a
final push from a dear friend of Darren’s to return his
family to Calgary.
Next, Darren will continue to fine-tune the Biedermann
collection for a wider retail audience and to prepare for
its launch beyond the walls of Supreme and onto the
global stage.
Store photo by Bookstrucker Photography
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The Store
Stepping into Supreme for the first time
is a sensory experience. You are welcomed
by carefully selected music and a pair of
life-sized bronze lions. A massive rotating
pyramid holds some of the most popular
denim brands and an impressive wall of
shoes offers clients popular comfort brands
and high-fashion styles. The round change
rooms are draped in velvet and silk. Handpainted ceiling tiles and exquisite lighting
complete the stage! There is a complimentary beverage bar resting under the canopy
of Supreme’s 8th Avenue street sign that
is stocked with cold drinks and gourmet
espresso. At the back of the store is a room
referred to by staff and repeat clients as ‘The
Chiller.’ It is here that you can always find
an interesting selection of odds and ends
available at a reduced price. Supreme has
developed quite a following for ‘The Chiller’
as its many offerings have new additions
every week. The store also boasts call-ahead
complimentary heated underground parking
that is extended to all of its clients.
On location behind the scenes, ready
to fulfill almost any request made by the
Supreme sales team for their clients, performs master tailor Kevin Lau, his first-hand
assistant Yujun Wang and their talented
team.
While the Biedermann collection has
prominence throughout the store, it is not
the only designer clothing that you will find
here. There are many unique pieces from
a number of different designers that have
been carefully selected to be showcased at
Supreme.
Photos, this page, by Bookstrucker Photography
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The staff at Supreme Men’s Wear.
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The Family
The staff at Supreme is perhaps its finest asset. Everyone is like family, whether
you are related to the Biedermanns or not.
Nobody is on commission, which creates
a more pleasant atmosphere for staff and
clients alike. This family environment creates an experience equally as important as
the clothing they present. “You have the
choice to purchase clothing anywhere you
like; we do all we can to give you ample
reasons to choose Supreme,” comments
Patty Belding, a 10-year veteran, sales
associate and accomplished seamstress.
Darren has also charmingly convinced
many of his family members to work at
Supreme. His father, Ernie, has come out
of retirement to help out in the tailor
shop and catch up with longtime clients

Ernie and Darren Biedermann.
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on Thursdays. His mother-in-law, Lorraine,
continues to come in a couple of days a
week and his wife, Charli, handles window
displays and administration.
Sterling Bacon, who considers himself “ruined” to work anywhere else, has
brought his integrity, sense of humour and
genuine smile to the sales floor for nearly
two decades. David Bacon, a close family friend, can also be found looking after
clients, with corporate apparel and related
gift ideas. Kevin Lau has been Supreme’s
head tailor for nine years running the tailor shop with dedication and efficiency.
Sheree Wendt is a talented display artist, passionate fashion consultant and has
been with Supreme now for five years.
Maggie Lamb, the most recent addition to
Supreme, brings over 15 years of retail
clothing experience to the sales floor.
It’s a family affair with many of
Supreme’s clients as well; some have
been coming to Supreme their entire
lives. They were brought in by their
fathers for graduation suits, first interview suits, wedding suits and many
fashionable additions in between and
afterwards.
Calgary has some of the most
outstanding, diverse, dedicated and talented local independent men’s clothing
retailers you will find. At Supreme, they
believe that a continual search for the
‘fashionably unique,’ while using the
highest quality and value standards,
along with the commitment to ‘The
Golden Rule,’ will remain their competitive edge into the future.
“It is truly a wonderful industry filled
with beautiful people; I am honoured
and proud to be a passionate part of it
all,” says Darren Biedermann.
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Supreme Thanks to our friends and suppliers

www.34heritage.com

www.ballin.com

www.7forallmankind.com

www.agjeans.com

www.antoniovalente.ca

www.ballin.com

www.baeumler.com

www.bertigo.com

www.bugatchiuomo.com

www.dionneckwear.com

www.hudsonjeans.com

www.creationsjez.ca

www.prime-shoes.com

www.clarkross.com

www.coppley.com

www.eccocanada.com

www.empireclothing.com

www.jackvictor.com

www.jeffery-west.co.uk

www.lipsonshirtmakers.com

www.robertgraham.us

www.digel.de

www.dagr.com

www.hiltl.de

www.gimos.com

www.johnsmedley.com

www.johnvarvatos.com

www.paigeusa.com

www.marcoliani.it

www.bruno-saint-hilaire.com/EN

www.saxxunderwear.com

H A N D M A D E I N I TA LY
WWW.SILVIOFIORELLO.COM

www.silviofiorello.com

www.stones.eu

www.tedbaker.com

Come visit us downtown at
or online at

www.trapper.de/en

www.pantherella.com

www.gentryfashion.com

www.vanlaack.com

401 - 4 Ave SW

www.suprememenswear.com
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